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Media and the Law Survey 

  

  

59.5%
38.1%

2.4%

In terms of the number of stories 
you report and write, has your 

coverage about litigation or legal 
matters changed over the last two 

years?

Increased

Stayed the 
same

Decreased

59.5%
38.1%

2.4%

How many legal disputes and/or 
court cases do you typically cover 

in a month?

0-3

4-6

7-9

10 or 
more

Don't 
know

43.9%

65.9%

43.9%

56.1%
51.2%

22.0%

4.9%
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What types of matters do you 
normally cover? 

19.0%

50.0%

28.6%

2.4%

How helpful are the PR people 
who represent a 

plaintiff/defendant or law firm in 
your reporting?

Very helpful

Somewhat 
helpful

Not very 
helpful

Not helpful at 
all
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0.0%

66.7%

31.0%

2.4%

Are the pleadings and other court 
documents written in a way that 

clearly communicates the facts and 
arguments of the respective 

litigants?

Never

Sometimes

Most of the 
time

All of the 
time

31.0%

61.9%

7.1%
0.0%

When interviewing lawyers are 
they effective in helping you 

understand the cases they are 
working on and the legal issues?

Very effective

Somewhat 
effective

Not very 
effective

Not effective 
at all

38.1%

0.0%
9.5%

52.4%

Who are more helpful, lawyers for 
the plaintiff or the defense?

Plaintiff

Defense

Neither

Both equally 
helpful

32.5%

47.5%

0.0% 20.0%

Do you believe the United States 
is becoming…

More 
litigious

The same

Less litigious

Don’t know
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Print 
Newspaper

Print 
Magazine

Online 
Newspaper

Online 
Magazine

Broadcast 
Outlet

Blog

Which of the following do you write for?  (Check all that 
apply)

60.0%17.5%

17.5%

0.0%

2.5%
2.5%

What country is your news outlet based 
in?

United States

United Kingdom

Continental 
Europe

Latin America

Asia Pacific

Other

Survey statistics:  

301 reporters, 43 participants, 
14.3% response rate  

 


